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History of the Gap and Westlake

Walter Burley Griffin gave Wesilake its name and itwas chosen
o accommockate workmen because of its praximity to the major
construction sites of Hotel Canberra, Provisional Parliament
House and the main sewer outfall. This site had a number of
important attributes. It had good slopes necessary for drainage,
i1 el ready made tracks to link the suburb with construction
sites, itwas within walking distance of work ithis saved paying
the zone allowance) and mast importantly, it was out of sight of
permanent Canberra. The majority of those who came to build
the city were housed in old farm cottages, tents, cubleles,
humpies and a few timber cottages. Those transferred (o
Canberra to run the business of the nation were accomimadatad
in small brick cottages in theislands of permanent suburbs,

In the 1920s the suburb consisted of a number ol camps and
lempoerary setthements erected near each other, bul separate

0On the eastern side of Haines Creek that runs thiough The Gag,
and situated on the hillside above Lotus Bay, were Contiacton
Howie's 25 timber cottages and Hostel Camp, and he
ltackesmen's and No 1 Labourers’ Camps. On the westem side
of the creek were Mo 3 Sewer Camp and 62 portable imber
coltages designed by H. M. Rolland; he based his design on
contractor Jahn Howie's cottages. The 6.2 cotlagres Knowi as
“The Gap Cottages” and later “Westlake™ werke the st o be
Fusilt by the Federal Capital Advisory Cormmitiee [or constiuction
wirhers.

In 1925 the population of Westlake was 700, one ith of the
Territory population. By 1931 only 61 coltages remalned (n
Wesilake, 1n 1965 the last cottage-rimber 20-was ey
A number of Westlake cottages werne moved 10 Queantsyan.
Several are in Gilmore Road.

Since 1965 the land in Stirling Park has been allowsd 1o
fegenerate and is the only remaining area of Yellow o/ Red
Gum Grassy Woodland near Lake Burley Geillin, Many of he
qums are centuries.old, The Park is one of a handiulaf Austialian
sites where the endangered Bution Wrinklewort (Rutidosts
leprorrhynchoides) grows in relative abundance. 1S home o
over 80 different birds and numerous native animals, insects,
spbcders and repliles.

1t lanel is old, 1t has hacd many names, The Ngunawal peaple
called it Guru Bung Dhaura (stony ground) and Canberry
(imeeting placel, nineteenth century Europeans knew (1 as
lensendonife's Land, twentieth century construction workers
o Wtk and mioderm Canberma as Stirling Park, IS encircked
Ly grand buildings including past ane present Parliament
Houses and ermbassies, Here lived sustralia’s most humble.
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